Clementina Turyamureba’s Journey to Empowerment.

Clementina Turyamureba, a resident of Nyamihunda village in Lyakajjula Parish, Lyantonde
district, is a member of the Bwihagaju Bakyala Tukwatanise women's group in Lyakajjula Sub-
County. Together with her husband, they have six children.

Initially, Clementina's husband, despite earning less than her, was supportive of her involvement
in women's groups. He encouraged her to attend and even contributed ten thousand shillings to
her savings group. However, they experienced a rift in their relationship when Clementina
suspected her husband of spending time with other women. This suspicion was born out of her
husband’s new habit of coming home late. Whenever Clementina interrogated him about the late
coming, he remained silent, which would escalate into misunderstandings and heated arguments.
Consequently, her husband ceased his financial support towards her savings in the group.

The situation became worse to the point that her husband sold their property, including their
jointly built house, to settle a debt within his group. This took an emotional toll on Clementina,
causing her to withdraw from her relationship with her husband.

In 2021, Clementina participated in one of the Forum for Women in Democracy’s initiatives, the
Advancing Women's Engagement: Strengthening Opportunities to Mobilize for Equality
(AWESOME) program. This is a program that strengthens women's groups for a stronger collective
voice to challenge social norms and influence key decisions affecting them. Through this training,
Clementina gained knowledge on how to deal with her husband especially when she was upset.
She realized that withholding conjugal rights as a form of punishment to him could lead to
violence. Following the training from FOWODE, she approached her husband and mended their
relationship. Clementina and other members of her women’s group also received training from
FOWODE in gender concepts, service delivery, civic conscience, and GBV referral pathways.
Utilizing funds borrowed from the group, she saved enough within a year to purchase iron sheets,
marking a significant step towards building a new home.

"l am so grateful to FOWODE for bringing happiness back to my family. Because of the trainings
I have received, | no longer disrespect my husband even when he comes home late. Instead, |
politely ask him where he has been, and he informs me." Remarked a cheerful Clementina.

Clementina is reformed and discusses her plans with her husband before taking any action. This
practice has since enabled them to purchase land and are currently living in their own home.
Looking ahead, they anticipate owning more than one piece of land, thanks to their joint
budgeting efforts that have significantly increased their family's savings. They've implemented a
practice where each family member shares their individual plans with the members before
making critical decisions.

The change in Clementina's life has re-awakened her desire for leadership. She intends to run for
the forthcoming LC 1-level elections, a dream she previously thought impossible due to poverty
and limited education.



Clementina is among the 24,350 women whose lives have and will continue to be transformed by
the AWESOME program.

Clementina Turyamureba shares a moment with her husband.



