
Reviving her tailoring business
Akello Angella was happy to have started her small tailoring enterprise 
with hope of improving her house hold income. Unfortunately, after a 
period of two months, the enterprise collapsed because she didn’t have 
enough capital to continue. 

Later, she joined one of the groups_Odongai Bull Fattening women’s 
group under the Women Economic and Political Empowerment Project 
– WEPE in Kuju Sub County. While in the group, she became part of 
of other women attending different meetings that were geared towards 
empowering women economically and politically. Through the WEPE 
project, Angella was empowered and got motivated to pick a soft loan of 
380.000shs from the group which helped her bring her  tailoring business 
to life again. 

Angella currently makes uniforms for school going pupils of Odongai and 
Ogwarat Primary schools. 

“I am happy to say the business is making profit which 
is helping me help the family” Angella.
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Women Driving Change

Salume, Betty and Lucia Abarata-Bonik group in Kuju Sub 
County Amuria District, beneficiaries of the WEPE training 
were able to purchase their first mobile phones in March this 
year.They had never owned phones and the communication 
device has added value to their lives as women.

The smiles they wear are as a result of the benefits they found 
as phone holders and they include but are not limited to  easy 
access to information on market prices and transactions. They 
attributed this to the WEPE training where they learned about 
being economically empowered women.

They had never owned phones

Empowerment benefits 

Salume, Betty and Lucia from the Abarata-Bonik group in Kuju Sub County 
Amuria District posing with their new phones.

Akello Angella stretches out a piece of cloth as she sits next 
to her sawing machine.



“I had lost hope, I knew I wasn’t productive again basing on my age and energy. 
It did not come to my mind that one day I would own a goat. All my focus was on 
rearing  local chicken which is a common business. I thank FOWODE for bringing 
a project that revived my energy – to an old mama who had left it all to children. 

Now, Asao Immaculate owns a goat that she bought at only 65.000shs. She be-
lieves that her next purchase will be a cow.

Rose first encountered FOWODE during the selection of women 
groups that were to benefit from the WEPE Project last year. Born 
in Akusi village, Olekai parish, Asamuk Sub County found in Amuria 
District, Rose’s dream to run for LCIII Chairperson was hatched. 
This was after her participation in the FOWODE training sessions 
that took place in Kampala at the time. 

The training of trainers was organized by FOWODE under the 
Women Economic and Political Empowerment Project (WEPE). 
The purpose of the training was to increase knowledge and skills of 
participants in leadership.

Rose is adding value to herself through frequent visits to the 
FOWODE-Amuria field office to access information that will enrich 
her political leadership dream. Her engagement in civic education 
meetings and other fora is stengthening her every moment she 
stands to speak for the women.

A vow to fight poverty 

Alupo Rose’s aspires to become LCIII Chairperson Asamuk Sub County Amuria 
District.

The celebration of women’s day in Amuria District took 
place on 27th March 2019 where District Councilor 
Asamuk Sub County Hon Ilalu hinted that women 
councils exist and yet to date they don’t know why they 
were formed/their roles and responsibilities.  
 “Women councils are good structures but we women 
won’t realize their benefit if these councils don’t know 
their roles and responsibilities.” Hon Ilalu added. 
She requested the Chief Guest – The woman MP Amuria 
Hon Ameru Susan to look for possible ways of availing 
women councils with the constitution, Domestic Violence 
Act and the local government Act.
When the FOWODE Field Officer Amuria shared with 
the DCDO Amuria – Mr Oloit Michael about the budget 
allocation for the women councils, he said that for the 
whole year the funds allocated for the district amount 
to 4 million shillings only. “The district women council 
preferred that a part of the funds be used for conducting 
a women council meeting. This will definitely take almost 
have of the budget.” The DCDO said.
The RDC in her remarks urged women to realize their 
potential, value themselves and educate their children. 
She hailed development partners for always being 
supportive. “I recognize that there are budget constraints 

in the District and I believe that as a team we need to work together to make things better.” The RDC said. 
Directing it to the Woman MP Amuria, the RDC requested her not to hold issues at heart. “As children of the same family, we 
need to forget about our differences so that we can serve those who trusted us with the authority – the citizens.’.
However, the Woman MP Amuria, promised not to take issues that appear to be small for granted. “When someone is ready 
to black mail you, that person will always do what it takes to make it happen so I can’t take it lightly.” Hon Amero Susan said.
Meanwhile she appreciated the organizers of the day and appreciated the development partners for the support. She 
advised women to put keen interest in what kind of leaders they vote for.

Amuria women demand for an explanation on the budget allocations for women

“The 
WEPE training on leadership 

made me 
re-think and I made a resolution not to live my old 

age when poor,” Asao Immaculate a member of 
Abarata-Bonik women group, Kuju Sub 

county in Amuria.

Asao Immaculate poses with her goat.

“There 
are many women 

issues that were discussed in 
that training and what touched 

me  the most was the narratives that 
have affected our participation as women in 

political leadership. That training changed my 
thinking and made me a person who is on the 

hopeful journey to challenge the status quo 
in my community. I need to be the next 
LCIII Chairperson to be better placed 

to advocate for women issues is 
Asamuk Sub County,” 

Rose

The picture shows the RDC Amuria Ms. Julian Iseet giving remarks during the 
women’s day celebration in Asamuk Sub County – Amuria district.

Venturing into pig rearing
After the WEPE project inception, 
Lucia got motivated to venture 
into pig rearing. In December 
2018 she was able to buy a pig 
at 40.000shs and on 1st March 
2019, it produced 5 piglets. 

“I got excited on seeing the 
5 piglets and even got more 

encouraged to put up a 
shelter for them. My plan 

is to buy improved breeds so 
that they can fetch me more 

money,” Lucia.

She said, alongside rearing, she also has a small 
enterprise of selling mukene and other food items 
and this has improved their well-being as a family  , 
the husband is proud of her.



Saving for investment
Amuge Salume, a mother of three hails from Aoja-kwap village in Kuju 
Sub County Amuria District. She is a member of Abarata-Bonik group 
one of the groups supported by the WEPE project.

Salume’s journey to economic empowerment started in November 
2018 during the WEPE Project inception meetings where she got 
challenged to be a strong and economically empowered woman. “After 
that inception meeting, I went back home and thought how best I could 
add value to myself. I have been part of the savings group but the 
practice was that people save and the money is divided in December 
with the purpose of using it during the festive season. 

The WEPE Project inception meeting took place before we divided the 
savings and it changed my mindset, In February 2019 I bought my 
heifer in Obalanga market at 550.000shs” Salume Narrated.

She has committed herself to invest in rearing animals to improve on her 
income inflow so that she can support her family, meet her basicneeds 
and also enable her prepare herself for the 2021 elections. 

Salume is interested in contesting for LCIII Councilor.
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